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Chair Lowen and Members of the Committee: 
 
MEASURE: H.B. No. 550 
TITLE: RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Amends the definition of "renewable portfolio standard" to more 
accurately reflect the percentage of renewable energy use in the State.  Establishes 
renewable portfolio standards and targets for gas utility companies that are similar to 
those set for electric utility companies. 
 
POSITION: 
 
The Public Utilities Commission offers the following comments for consideration. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
With respect to the electricity renewable portfolio standard (“RPS”), the Public Utilities 
Commission (“Commission”) recently completed a report to the Legislature on the 
Renewable Portfolio Standard, which was submitted on December 27, 2018, and is 
available on the Commission’s website (https://puc.hawaii.gov/reports/legislature/).   
 
Overall, the State of Hawaii is on track to achieve the near-term RPS goals.  However, 
there is greater uncertainty regarding longer-term goals, particularly regarding integration 
of future renewable energy projects and when and where such projects can be 
constructed and brought online.  That said, should the Legislature increase interim RPS 
targets, the Commission will continue to work closely with the State’s electric utilities and 
other stakeholders in order to implement the RPS policy. 
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With respect to the proposed gas utility renewable portfolio standard, the Commission is 
supportive of renewable gas, and has approved Hawaii Gas’ proposed Honouliuli 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (“HWTP”) biogas project with the City and County of 
Honolulu (see Docket No. 2016-0340).  The Commission has also approved rate relief for 
the costs of processing HWTP biogas (see Docket No. 2017-0105).  
 
If the Legislature establishes an RPS for gas utilities, the Commission respectfully 
recommends that the Legislature consider the early years of the electricity RPS in setting 
specific RPS goals.  The electricity RPS started with relatively modest targets in the early 
years, which were increased over time as studies of the economic and technical feasibility 
of more aggressive targets were completed.  This approach provided a strong incentive 
for the utilities to move forward while enabling all stakeholders to gain confidence and 
experience as the market for renewable technologies developed. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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January 29, 2019 

8:30 a.m.  
State Capitol, Room 325 

. 
H.B. 550 

RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 

House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection  
 
The Department of Transportation supports the intent of H.B. 550 and hopes that all 
gas sold for grid-connected electrical energy generation by regulated gas utility 
operations in the State will become more renewable over time. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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�t�Z�]�o�����,���Á���]�]���'���•���]�•���‰�µ�Œ�•�µ�]�v�P���š�Z�����‰�Œ�}���µ�Œ���u���v�š���}�(���o�}�����o�o�Ç���‰�Œ�}���µ���������Œ���v���Á�����o�����v���š�µ�Œ���o���P���•�U���š�Z���Œ�����]�•���v�}��
���Æ�]�•�š�]�v�P���Œ���o�]�����o�����•�}�µ�Œ�������š�Z���š�������v���‰�Œ�}���µ�������š�Z�����•�����o�����v�������•�•���Œ�Ç���š�}�����v�š�]�Œ���o�Ç���•���Œ�À�]�������š�Z�������v���Œ�P�Ç���v�������•���}�(���}�µ�Œ��
���v�š�]�Œ�����•�š���š���X����
��
�t�����Œ���•�‰�����š�(�µ�o�o�Ç���}�‰�‰�}�•�����š�Z�]�•���o���P�]�•�o���š�]�}�v�X�����������µ�•�����š�Z���Œ�������Œ���������v�µ�u�����Œ���}�(���‰�Z�Ç�•�]�����o���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�������o�]�u�]�š���š�]�}�v�•�U��
�]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�Ç���š�����Z�v�]�����o���]�•�•�µ���•�U���o�����l���}�(���‰�}�o�]���Ç���]�v�]�š�]���š�]�À���•�U�����}�u�‰���š�]�v�P���•�š���š�����‰�}�o�]���Ç���‰�Œ�]�}�Œ�]�š�]���•�����v�����•�]�P�v�]�(�]�����v�š���‰�}�š���v�š�]���o��
���}�v�•���‹�µ���v�����•���š�}���Œ���š���‰���Ç���Œ�•���š�Z���š���u���l�����š�Z�]�•���‰�}�o�]���Ç���P�}���o���µ�v�����Z�]���À�����o�������v�����]�u�‰�Œ�����š�]�����o�����v�����v���������š�}��������
���}�v�•�]�����Œ�����������(�}�Œ�����]�u�‰�}�•�]�v�P���š�Z���•�����u���v�����š���•���}�v�������P���•���µ�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�X����
�� ��
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�í���Z�š�š�‰�•�W�l�l�Á�Á�Á�X���]���X�P�}�À�l�•�š���š���l���v���o�Ç�•�]�•�X�‰�Z�‰�M�•�]���A�,�/��
�î���Z�š�š�‰�•�W�l�l�Á�Á�Á�X���]���X�P�}�À�l���v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š�l���u�]�•�•�]�}�v�•�l�•�š���š���l��
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�W�Z�Ç�•�]�����o���Z���•�}�µ�Œ�����•���>�]�u�]�š���š�]�}�v�•����

�x�� �>�����l���}�(���>�}�����o���^�µ�‰�‰�o�Ç���t���s���Œ�Ç���o�]�u�]�š�����������À���o�}�‰�����o�������]�}�P���•���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•�����µ�Œ�Œ���v�š�o�Ç�����Æ�]�•�š���]�v���,���Á���]�]��
���v�������]�(�(�]���µ�o�š���š�}���•�����o�����~�(�Œ�}�u���Á���•�š���Á���š���Œ���š�Œ�����š�u���v�š���‰�o���v�š�•�����v�����o���v���(�]�o�o�•�•�X�����d�Z�����À���•�š���u���i�}�Œ�]�š�Ç��
�}�(���š�Z�]�•���P���•���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�������]�•���µ�v���À���]�o�����o�����š�}���,�'�X�����K�š�Z���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•���}�(�����]�}�P���•�������‰�o�}�Ç�������]�v���Œ���v���Á�����o����
�P���•���‰�Œ�}�i�����š�•���P�o�}�����o�o�Ç���~���X�P�X�U�����v�]�u���o���Á���•�š���U�����Œ�}�‰���Á���•�š���U���(�}�}�����Á���•�š�������]�À���Œ�•�]�}�v�•���t�����Œ����
�]�v�������‹�µ���š�����}�Œ���•�����Œ�������]�v���,���Á���]�]�ï�V��������

�x�� ���o�š���Œ�v���š�]�À���o�Ç�U�����‰�Œ�}���µ���]�v�P���o�}�����o�����v���Œ�P�Ç�����Œ�}�‰�•���‰�Œ���•���v�š���]�•�•�µ���•���Á�]�š�Z���o�����l���}�(���o���v���U���Á���š���Œ�����v����
�(���Œ�u���Œ�•�V�/�u�‰�}�Œ�š�������•�µ�‰�‰�o�]���•���}�(���Œ���v���Á�����o�����v���š�µ�Œ���o���P���•�����Œ�����o�]�u�]�š���������µ�����š�}���•�Z�]�‰�‰�]�v�P�����}�•�š�•�����v����
�}�š�Z���Œ���o�}�P�]�•�š�]�����o�����}�v�•�š�Œ���]�v�š�•��

�W�}�o�]���Ç���>�]�u�]�š���š�]�}�v�•�����v�������}�u�‰���š�]�v�P���•�š���š�����]�v�]�š�]���š�]�À���•��

�x�� �h�v�o�]�l�����}�š�Z���Œ���Œ���v���Á�����o�������v���Œ�P�Ç���š�����Z�v�}�o�}�P�]���•�U���Œ���v���Á�����o�����v���š�µ�Œ���o���P���•���Z���•���o�]�u�]�š�������(�������Œ���o��
���v�����•�š���š�����]�v�����v�š�]�À���•���š�Z���š���Á�}�µ�o�����Z���o�‰���}�(�(�•���š�������‰�]�š���o�����}�•�š���‰�Œ�}�i�����š�•�����v�����‰�Œ�}�À�]�������•���À�]�v�P�•���š�}��
���µ�•�š�}�u���Œ�•��

�x�� �t�������v���}�µ�Œ���P�����‰�}�o�]���Ç���u���l���Œ�•���š�}�����Œ�����š���������u���•�š���Œ���‰�o���v���š�}�������o���v�������š�Z�����µ�•�����}�(���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•���•�µ���Z��
���•���o���v�������v�����Á���š���Œ���Œ�]�P�Z�š�•���(�}�Œ���•�š���š�����‰�Œ�]�}�Œ�]�š�]���•���•�µ���Z�����•���Œ���v���Á�����o�������v���Œ�P�Ç�U�����(�(�}�Œ�������o�����Z�}�µ�•�]�v�P��
���v�����o�}�����o���(�}�}�����‰�Œ�}���µ���š�]�}�v����

�x�� �t�Z�]�o�����š�Z�]�•�����]�o�o���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�•�����v���Z�W�^���}�v�������P���•���µ�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�U���}�š�Z���Œ���•�š���š���•�U���•�µ���Z�����•�������o�]�(�}�Œ�v�]�����Œ�����o�]�Ì�����š�Z���š��
�]�u�‰�}�•�]�v�P�����v���Z�W�^���}�v�������P���•���µ�š�]�]�š�Ç���]�•���v�}�š���‰�Œ�µ�����v�š�����v�����]�v�•�š���������Z���À�����(�}���µ�•�������}�v�����Œ�����š�]�v�P��
�(�]�v���v���]���o���]�v�����v�š�]�À���•���(�}�Œ�����]�}�P���•���‰�Œ�}���µ�����Œ�•���Á�Z�]���Z���•�µ�‰�‰�o�Ç���Œ���v���Á�����o�����(�µ���o�•���š�}���P���•���µ�š�]�o�]�š�]���•���~�¨�ð�ì��
�u�]�o�o�]�}�v�����o�o�}�����š�������]�v���î�ì�í�ô�•�����v�����Œ���š�����Œ�����}�À���Œ�Ç���Œ���P�µ�o���š�]�}�v�•���(�}�Œ�����]�•�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v�����}�u�‰���v�]���•����

�x�� �>���•�•���š�Z���v���}�v�����‰���Œ�����v�š���}�(���Z�E�'�������À���o�}�‰�������]�v���š�Z�����h�X�^�X���D���]�v�o���v�����]�•���µ�•���������Ç���µ�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�����µ�•�š�}�u���Œ�•��
���������µ�•�����š�Z���Œ�������Œ�����(���Á���(�������Œ���o���}�Œ���•�š���š�����Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•�����À���]�o�����o�����š�}�����v���}�µ�Œ���P�����Z�E�'���‰�Œ�}���µ���š�]�}�v�X����
�K�À���Œ���õ�õ���‰���Œ�����v�š���}�(���Z�E�'���‰�Œ�}�i�����š�•�����Æ�]�•�š���(�}�Œ���v�}�v�r�µ�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�U���š�Œ���v�•�‰�}�Œ�š���š�]�}�v���µ�•�����������}�Œ���]�v�P���š�}���š�Z����
���}���o�]�š�]�}�v���&�}�Œ���Z���v���Á�����o�����E���š�µ�Œ���o���'���•��

�x�� ���o�����š�Œ�]�������v�����P���•���µ�š�]�o�]�š�]���•�����Œ�������]�(�(���Œ���v�š���]�v���(�µ�v�����u���v�š���o���Á���Ç�•�X���t�Z�]�o�������o�����š�Œ�]�����µ�š�]�o�]�š�]���•���Z���À�����š�Z����
�(�o���Æ�]���]�o�]�š�Ç���š�}���µ�š�]�o�]�Ì�������]�(�(���Œ���v�š���(�µ���o�•���(�}�Œ���P���v���Œ���š�]�}�v�U���P���•���µ�š�]�o�]�š�]���•�����}���v�}�š���Z���À�����š�Z�����•���u����
�(�o���Æ�]���]�o�]�š�Ç���š�}���µ�•�������Æ�]�•�š�]�v�P���]�v�(�Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ�����(�}�Œ���P���•���}�µ�•���(�µ���o�•�����•�������•�]�o�Ç��

�x�� ���Æ�]�•�š�]�v�P���W�}�o�]���Ç���u���v�����š���•�����Œ�����Œ�����µ�v�����v�š���š�}���š�Z�]�•���‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•�������o���P�]�•�o���š�]�}�v�W��
�R�� �^���v���š�����Z���•�}�o�µ�š�]�}�v���í�ð�ï�U���^���í���Œ���‹�µ���•�š�]�v�P�����������d���š�}���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š���š�}���š�Z�����>���P�]�•�o���š�µ�Œ�����}�v���,�}�Á��

�š�}���/�v���}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���š�����Z���v���Á�����o�����&�µ���o�•���]�v�š�}���š�Z�����,���Á���]�]�����o�����v�����v���Œ�P�Ç���/�v�]�š�]���š�]�À����
�R�� �����š���í�ñ���~�î�ì�í�ô�•���t���D���v�����š���•���,���Á���]�]���š�}�������������Œ���}�v���v���µ�š�Œ���o�����Ç���î�ì�ð�ñ�����v�������•�š�����o�]�•�Z���•������

�'�Œ�����v�Z�}�µ�•�����'���•���^���‹�µ���•�š�Œ���š�]�}�v���d���•�l���&�}�Œ�������t���^�š���š�����K�(�(�]�������}�(���W�o���v�v�]�v�P���r���µ�v�����Œ�Á���Ç��
�R�� �����š���í�ò���~�î�ì�í�ô�•�����Œ�����š���•�������&�Œ���u���Á�}�Œ�l���(�}�Œ�������Œ���}�v���K�(�(�•���š���W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���š�Z���š�����o�o�}�Á�•���(�}�Œ��

�����Œ���}�v�����Œ�����]�š�•���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���P�o�}�����o�������Œ���}�v���•���‹�µ���•�š�Œ���š�]�}�v���‰�Œ�}�š�}���}�o�•���t���^�š���š�����K�(�(�]�������}�(��
�W�o���v�v�]�v�P���r���µ�v�����Œ�Á���Ç��

�R�� ���µ�•�]�v���•�•���•���o�]�l�����,�'�����Œ�������o�Œ�������Ç���u���v�����š�������š�}�������À���o�}�‰���‰���š�Z�Á���Ç�•���š�}���u�����š�������Œ���}�v��
�v���µ�š�Œ���o�����������o�]�v�������v�����v�}�Á���u�µ�•�š�����}���•�}���]�v���š�Z�����u�}�•�š�������}�v�}�u�]�����o�����v�����•�µ�•�š���]�v�����o�����Á���Ç��
�(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ�����µ�•�š�}�u���Œ�•����
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�ï���Z�š�š�‰�•�W�l�l�Á�Á�Á�X���u���Œ�]�����v���]�}�P���•���}�µ�v���]�o�X�}�Œ�P�l�^�š���š���9�î�ì�W�Œ�}�(�]�o���•�l���������]�}�P���•�^�š���š���W�Œ�}�(�]�o���z�,�/�X�‰���(��
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�^�]�P�v�]�(�]�����v�š�� �‰�}�š���v�š�]���o�� ���}�v�•���‹�µ���v�����•�� �š�}�� �Œ���š���‰���Ç���Œ�•�� �]�(�� ���v�� �Z�W�^�� �]�•�� �]�u�‰�}�•������ �}�v�� �š�Z���� �P���•�� �µ�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �v�}�� ���o�����Œ��
�‰���š�Z�Á���Ç���š�}�������Z�]���À�]�v�P���š�Z�����Z�W�^��

�x�� �E�����Œ�o�Ç���ð�ô�9���}�(���,���Á���]�]���Z�}�µ�•���Z�}�o���•�����Œ�����•�š�Œ�µ�P�P�o�]�v�P���š�}���u���l�������v���•���u�����š�ð���}�Œ�����Œ�����o�]�À�]�v�P�������o�}�Á���š�Z����
�‰�}�À���Œ�š�Ç���o���À���o�U�����v���]�v���Œ�����•�����]�v���µ�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�����}�•�š�•���Á�]�o�o�����������(�]�v���v���]���o�����µ�Œ�����v���(�}�Œ���(���u�]�o�]���•�V��

�x�� �Z���v���Á�����o�����v���š�µ�Œ���o���P���•�����}�•�š�•�����Œ�����Z�]�P�Z�����v�������Œ�����v�}�š���Œ�������]�o�Ç�����À���]�o�����o�������š���•�����o�����Á�]�š�Z�����v�Ç�����•�•�µ�Œ���v������
�}�(���Œ���o�]�����]�o�]�š�Ç�X�����t�����u�µ�•�š�������o���v���������o�o���}�(���š�Z���•�����(�����š�}�Œ�•���}�v�������Z���o�(���}�(���}�µ�Œ�����µ�•�š�}�u���Œ�•���š�}���l�����‰���Œ���š���•��
���(�(�}�Œ�������o���V����

�x�� �>�����l���}�(���(�]�v���v���]���o���]�v�����v�š�]�À���•�����š���š�Z�����&�������Œ���o�����v�����^�š���š�����o���À���o�•���‰�}�Œ�š���v�������}�v�š�]�v�µ�������Z�]�P�Z�����}�•�š�•�V��
�x�� �,�]�P�Z�o�Ç���‰�}�Œ�š�����o���U�����]�•���•�š���Œ�r�Œ���•�]�•�š���v�š���(�µ���o�•���•�µ���Z�����•���v���š�µ�Œ���o���P���•�����v�����‰�Œ�}�‰���v�������o�•�}���‰�o���Ç�����Œ�]�š�]�����o���Œ�}�o���•��

�]�v���•�Z�}�Œ�]�v�P���µ�‰���Z�}�u���}�Á�v���Œ���Œ���•�]�o�]���v���Ç�����v�����Œ�����µ�v�����v���]���•���]�v���š�Z�������À���v�š���}�(���v���š�µ�Œ���o�����]�•���•�š���Œ�•�X���/�v��
�î�ì�í�ô�U���,�'�����•�•�]�•�š�������Œ���•�]�����v�š�•���}�v���<���µ���]�[�•���E�}�Œ�š�Z���^�Z�}�Œ�����Œ�����}�À���Œ���(�Œ�}�u���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����(�o�}�}���•�U�����•���Á���o�o�����•��
�•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�������š�Z�������]�•�‰�o�����������Œ���•�]�����v�š�•���(�Œ�}�u���,���Á���]�]���/�•�o���v�����Á�]�š�Z���v���š�µ�Œ���o���P���•�����v�����‰�Œ�}�‰���v�����(�}�Œ�����}�}�l�]�v�P��
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

TUESDAY, 1/29/19, 8:30 am, Room 325 
HB550, Relating To Renewable Energy 

TESTIMONY 
Beppie Shapiro, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 

Chair Lowen, Vice-Chair Wildberger, and Committee Members: 

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii strongly supports HB550 that strengthens the definition of 

renewable energy and includes SYN (synthetic natural gas) in the renewable portfolio standard 

goals .  

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a group of climate scientists in fall of 
2018 describes a world of worsening food shortages, wildfires, inundated coastlines, intensifying droughts 
and poverty, and a mass die-off of coral reefs as soon as 2040 Ñ a period well within the lifetime of many 
Hawaii residents. The panel warned there is only a dozen years for global warming to be kept to a 
maximum of 1.5C = 2.7F degrees to avoid truly catastrophic impacts.  

HB550 makes an important contribution to improving HawaiiÕs goal of getting to Ò100%Ó renewable energy 
by 2045.  This goal, which has garnered a lot of national attention, did not as written commit the state to 
actually generating 100% of its energy from renewable sources.  

As noted by Life of the Land, and confirmed by the Deputy Attorney General and by Hawaiian Electric 
Company, the present definition allows the RPS metric of renewable energy penetration to exceed 100% 
while coal-based electricity is still used on the electric grid. HB550 would amend this definition to more 
accurately measure progress toward the renewable energy goal.  

HB550 would also, and importantly, include SNG in the renewable portfolio standard. SNG is composed 
mainly of methane, an extremely potent greenhouse gas; and butane, another fossil fuel.  (The process of 
creating SNG also consumes a lot of energy currently generated from non-renewable sources).  

HB550 is a critical step forward in preventing the most severe and immediate consequences of climate 
change.   Please move HB550 forward - our people, reefs, birds, insects and plants deserve it.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

January 28, 2019, 8:30 a.m. 
(Testimony is 1 page long) 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 550 

Aloha Chair Lowen and Members of the Committee:  

The Alliance for Solar Choice (TASC) supports HB 550, relating to strengthening the existing 
renewable portfolio standard and establishing a gas renewable portfolio standard. 

Renewable energy is now cheaper than any other source of power in most parts of the United 
States. As the Rhodium Group recently concluded, accelerating clean energy adoption could save 
Hawaii residents up to $7 billion dollars. Thus, it makes economic and environmental sense to 1

strengthen HawaiiÕs renewable goals to ensure weÕre truly focused on 100% renewable energy.   

Further, this Committee should consider incentivizing or mandating electric utilities meet these 
goals even faster.  

We respectfully request that this bill be passed out of the Committees. Mahalo for the 
opportunity to testify. 

 https://www.transcendingoil.com/1
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2 See https://www.bizjournals.com/pacific/news/2018/12/20/hawaii-gas-completes-first-renewable-gas-
facility.html. 
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 Mahalo nui loa 
 Me ka `oia`i`o 
 

 /s/ Melodie Aduja 

 Melodie Aduja 
Chair, Òahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of 
Hawai`i 
Ph. (808) 258-8889 
Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com 
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David Mulinix Our Revolution Hawaii Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and Committee members, 

am writing in strong support of HB550. This bill would amend the renewable portfolio 
standard (RPS) to more accurately reflect the percentage of renewable energy 
penetration in the State. It also establishes a RPS and targets for gas utility companies 
that mirrors those set for electric utility companies, in addition to accelerating our 
adoption of renewable energy.  

  

We need to fix the critical flaws in our RPS that would prevent us from 
ensuring a full and fair transition to clean energy. We must not undermine 
our own efforts to achieve our 100% renewable energy goal. 

  

A suggested amendment is to apply the gas utility RPS to include all 
regulated activities of the gas company, rather than just "electrical energy 
generation" as gas can be burned for other purposes, all of which need 
monitoring and regulation. 

  

An additional critical amendment is regarding the targets set 
to achieve 100% renewable energy. The recently released 
UN IPCC report makes clear we must limit warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius and that to do this it requires a major and 
immediate transformation across all sectors to achieve the 
needed emissions reductions. That said, I emphatically 
recommend that we further accelerate our adoption of 
renewable energy with a target of 100% clean energy by 
2030. The science tells us that 2045 is woefully too late, and 
that we all can and must do better or suffer the extinction of 
thousands of species on this planet, including our own. 
  



Let Hawaii set an example for others around the globe and 
show what true climate leadership means. This is for our 
own sake, and for that of everything else on this planet. 
  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of 
this very important bill with the recommended amendments 
stated. 

  

Dave Mulinix 

Our Revolution Hawaii 
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Joseph Kohn MD 
We Are One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
WAO 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

There is no rational reason to pollute our own environment or destroy ecosystems. 

www.WeAreOne.cc 
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Noel Morin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Our climate crisis requires that we get serious about truly weaning ourselves from all 
forms of fossil fuel. Any and all loopholes that permit sustained dependency of all forms 
of fossil energy (oil, natural gas, coal) and those that result in increased CO2 
emissions prevent us from achieving our clean energy goals in a timely manner. I'm 
sure you've learned from many scientific quarters and, most recently, from the UN 
IPCC, that we don't have a lot of time left to address our climate crisis.  

Please act on behalf of our children, grandchildren, and generations to come. Please 
support HB550. 

Noel Morin 
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Kanani Kai Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



Linda J. Morgan 

P. O. Box 377406 

Ocean View, HI 96737 

 

Hawaii State House of Representatives 

Jan. 27, 2019 

 

Dear Representatives: 

I strongly support HB550 because it is a measure that would help reduce global climate change.  I moved 
here eighteen years ago from Paradise, CA.  Five of my family members and many friends lost everything 
in the Camp Fire on Nov. 8, 2019.  Each of them barely escaped with their life and only the clothes they 
wore.  This horrific fire was partly caused by a drought related to climate change.  A wildfire like this 
could easily happen in my home town of Ocean View on the Big Island, especially since we have only 
one fire hydrant in the whole community.   

We need to do everything possible to reverse climate change and reduce its dangers.  Please pass 
HB550. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 





Honokaa, HI  96727 
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Peggy McArdle Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I fully support. Mahalo.  

 





119 Kapiolani Street, Apartment 4 

Hilo, HI 96720 

  

 





Let Hawaii set an example for others around the globe and show what true climate 
leadership means. This is for our own sake, and for that of everything else on this 
planet.  

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this very important bill with the 
recommended amendments stated. 

Barbara Hershey 

PO Box 156 

pepeekeo, HI  96783 

 





  

Let Hawaii set an example for others around the globe and show what true 
climate leadership means. This is for our own sake, and for that of everything 
else on this planet.  

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this very important bill 
with the recommended amendments stated. 

  

Shar Levine 

84-265 Farrington Hwy 

Waianae, Hi. 96792 
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Vivien Lee Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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christine trecker Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Harriet Burkholder Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Lana Brodziak Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support HB550 and 100% Clean Energy by 2030!  Mahalos for your support! 
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Dean Cail Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii needs to be the leader in renewables, with our abundant sun and wind. 

 





 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this very important bill with the 
recommended amendments stated. 

With Aloha, 

Elif Beall 
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Randy Ching Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and Committee members, 

I am writing in strong support of HB550. This bill would amend the renewable 
portfolio standard (RPS) to more accurately reflect the percentage of renewable 
energy penetration in the State. It also establishes a RPS and targets for gas 
utility companies that mirrors those set for electric utility companies, in addition 
to accelerating our adoption of renewable energy.  

Please consider moving the 100% RPS target from 2045 to 2030.  The IPCC report 
states that we have till 2030 to make substantive changes (i.e. stop burning fossil 
fuels, including natural gas) if we want to keep warming to 1.5 degrees C. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this very important bill 
with the recommended amendments stated. 

Randy Ching 

Honolulu (makikirandy@yahoo.com) 

 





 
Sincerely, 
 
Cody Sula 
Government Affairs Liaison 
Hawaii Teamsters and Allied Workers, Local 996 





Hermina Morita, P.O. Box 791, Hanalei, HI  96714 
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Luana Jones Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Hawaii Solar Energy Association  

Serving Hawaii Since 1977 

 
P.O. Box 37070 Honolulu, Hawaii 96837 
SOLAR HOTLINE (808)232-8371 

up the RPS = more savings for the state and its people. We further encourage the 
legislature to look at the possibility of moving the 100% RPS goal to 2035 instead of 
2045 as well.  
 
We support HB 550 and we urge this committee to pass this measure. Thank you for the 
opportunity to testify.  
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
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Kevin Nishimura  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This proposed bill is not realistic.  We should pursue solutions that assist in renewable 
energy alternatives rather than mandating unreasonable or unaffordable "standards" 
that have no basis for realistic achievability. 
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Jeremy Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 4:36:32 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keith Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 4:37:57 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jared Pasalo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 4:37:01 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mustafa Demirbag Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 4:46:10 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Colin Hashiro Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 5:06:37 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tawnie Bigno Hawaii Gas Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 5:11:32 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 
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Millicent Sakamoto Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 6:25:10 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ryan Yoshida Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I respect the motivation behind House Bill 550, assuming it is indeed altruistic, but I 
believe this bill is irresponsible to Hawaii residents. 
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Darren Chang Hawaii Gas Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
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Jared Pasalo HAWAII GAS Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 10:49:08 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Criste HAWAII GAS Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted on: 1/28/2019 11:29:49 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 1/29/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

donovan egloria jr Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
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D Gomez Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as written. 
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HB-550 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 6:36:38 AM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and Committee members, 
  

I am writing in strong support of HB550. This bill would amend the 
renewable portfolio standard (RPS) to more accurately reflect the 
percentage of renewable energy penetration in the State. It also 
establishes a RPS and targets for gas utility companies that mirrors those 
set for electric utility companies, in addition to accelerating our adoption of 
renewable energy.  

Let Hawaii set an example for others around the globe and 
show what true climate leadership means. This is for our 
own sake, and for that of everything else on this planet.  
  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of 
this very important bill with the recommended amendments 
stated. 

Mahalo, 

Caroline Kunitake 
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EDWIN SAWA Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Rene Umberger Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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